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July*  I960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wigton  Rural  District  Council; 


Mr.  Chairman*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1959. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  district  are  comparable 
with  the  national  figures*  with  the  exception  of  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  which  is  rather  higher.  It  is  gratifying  to 
report  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths*  nor  have  there 
been  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  district  was  free  of  any  serious  infectious  disease. 
Measles  was  the  only  disease  which  reached  anything  like 
epidemic  proportions.  We  have  been  absolutely  free  from 
diphtheria  since  1948*  and  our  last  case  of  poliomyelitis 
occurred  in  1955* 

Regarding  tuberculosis*  the  overall  position  continues 
to  improve.  I  wish*  however*  that  elderly  people  would  take 
more  advantage  of  the  mass  radiography  facilities.  Some 
elderly  people  who  attribute  their  cough  to  chronic  bronchitis 
may  in  fact  be  di ssemanating  tubercular  infection  unwittingly. 
When  one  considers  how  grandparents  love  to  fondle  their 
grandchildren*  it  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  how  the 
disease  may  simply  be  spread. 

Mr.  Watters’  contribution  to  this  Report  speaks  for 
itself.  The  consulting  engineer  has  recently  submitted  a 
comprehensive  scheme  for  the  augmentation  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  parishes  of  Bromfield*  Waverton*  Dundra w*  Holme  Abbey* 
Holme  Low*  Holme  East  Waver  and  Silloth.  He  is  also  preparing 
a  scheme  to  serve  the  Caldbeck  and  Hesket  Newmarket  district 
and  one  need  hardly  stress  the  long  outstanding  necessity 
for  this.  The  problem  of  providing  sewage  facilities  to  an 
increasing  number  of  villages  is  very  much  to  the  fore  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Council. 


Although  housing  has  been  neglected  of  late*  I  am 
very  pleased  to  see  a  reawakened  interest  in  a  matter  which 
is  of  such  great  concern  to  so  many.  At  last  the  old 
people  are  coming  into  their  own  in  this  field. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman 
and  Members  for  their  interest  and  support  and  I  feel  I 
must  pay  tribute  to  the  help  my  colleagues  have  given. 

I  am*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

Your  obedient  Servant* 

I.  SPEDDING  JONES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  in  acres . . . 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  Resident  Population... 

Population  at  Census  of  1931 . 

ii  ii  ii  ii  i  951 . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1959) 

according  to  rate  books . 

Rateable  Value . . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate . 


138,* 
22, i 
22,0 
23,' 


7, 

£208, 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Live  Births 


'o 


Illegitimate 


Birth  rate  per 

1  ,000  population .  17.98 

Still-births 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate . 

Total  still -births . 


Still-birth  rate  per  1,000 

live  and  still-births .  21.79 


Infant  deaths 


Males 

Females 

Tota 

216 

175 

391 

5 

8 

13 

221 

183 

404 

4 

5 

9 

4 

5 

9 

225 

188 

413* 

8 

3 

11 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  live  births  -  total....  27.23 

ditto.  -  legitimate....  28.13 

ditto.  -  illegitimate....  nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per 

1  9000  live  births . .  22.28 


'Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent  of  total  live  births....  3*22 

Maternal  deaths  (  inc . abortion) .. .  nil 


Maternal  mortality  rate  per 

1 ,000  live  and  still-births. .  nil 

Deaths 

All  causes . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population..  12.19 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages).. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs  old) 


134 

140 

274 

32 

27 

59 

— 

900 
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TABLE  SHOWING-  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 


ENGLAND  ANT)  WALES  AS  A  WHOLE,  AND  CERTAIN  GROUPS 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 


Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

England  and  Wales . 

16. 5 

11.6 

22.0 

Administrative  County  of  Cumberland.., 

17.8 

1 1 .9 

21 .1 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
(including  Boroughs  of  Workington 
and  Whitehaven) . . 

17.9 

12.7 

23.3 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland . 

17.6 

11.4 

19.6 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WIGTON.  . . . 

18.0 

12.2 

27.2 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  infant  deaths 
during  the  year  1959.  Nine  of  these  died  in  hospital  and  two 
died  at  home. 

In  19589  eight  infant  deaths  were  recorded. 


0-24 

hours 

1-7 

days 

2 

months 

6 

months 

Total 

Prematurity . 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Virus  pneumonia. . . 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of 

the  new  born . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Bronchial  pneumonia . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Intracranial  haemorrhage . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Asphyxia  due  to  the  inhalation 
of  re-gurgitated  food . 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Spina  bifida . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total . .  .  .  . . 

4 

5 

1 

1 

11 
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TABLE  SHOWING  COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Year 

Population 

Birth 
rate  per 

1  ,000 

population 

Death 
rate  per 

1  ,000 

population 

Infantile 
mortality 
rate  per 

1  ,000 

population 

Maternal 
Mortality 
rate  per 

1 ,000  live 
and  still¬ 
births 

1934 

21,167 

17.2 

13.9 

74.1 

2.7 

1935 

21  ,075 

16.3 

14.2 

75,5 

— 

1936 

21 ,150 

16.2 

13.0 

58.1 

5.8 

1937 

20,920 

16.2 

15.0 

64.8 

— 

1938 

20,710 

16.6 

14.3 

60.9 

2.7 

1939 

21 .680 

16.0 

14.2 

65  •  6 

2.8 

1940 

23,360 

17.3 

13.9 

63.5 

— 

1941 

23,480 

17.0 

12.0 

35.0 

4.8 

1942 

23, 100 

19.0 

11.1 

63.0 

2.  2 

1943 

22,640 

19.7 

12.8 

44.0 

6.5 

1944 

22,020 

19.3 

12.3 

44*0 

- 

1945 

21 ,660 

19.7 

12.5 

46.0 

2.3 

1946 

22,260 

18.2 

12.2 

24 . 6 

2.4 

1947 

22,460 

22.3 

12.9 

40.0 

1948 

22,920 

20.1 

11.9 

32.6 

— 

1949 

23,000 

18.5 

12.1 

37.7 

4-  6 

1950 

24,160 

17.1 

11.3 

24.2 

— 

1951 

23,760 

16.9 

13.5 

37.3 

— 

1952 

23,510 

18.6 

11.9 

22.8 

— 

1953 

23,410 

17.6 

12.9 

21  .8 

— 

1954 

23,510 

16.6 

11.4 

38.5 

1955 

2T,450 

18.0 

1 2.0 

23.7 

1956 

23,420 

15^5 

12.5 

30.3 

— 

1957 

23,290 

17.4 

11 .9 

30.9 

— 

1958 

22,540 

17.6 

11.5 

20 .1 

— 

1959 

22,470 

18.0 

. . — - 

12.2 

. . . . - . .  ■ 

27.2 

N.B.  Population  figures  for  1949  onwards  include 
Service  population. 

Highest  and  lowest  rate  in  each  column  under¬ 
scored. 

In  1934  three  Urhans  and  a  Rural  District 
were  amalgamated  to  form  the  present  Rural 
District  Council. 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


M 

P 

Total 

1 . 

Tuberculosi s,  respiratory. . . 

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other. . . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitis  disease, . 

- 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria . 

- 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough . 

— 

— 

— 

6 . 

Meningococcal  infections . 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles. . . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

— 

— 

— 

10  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. . . 

3 

3 

6 

11 . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus . 

3 

— 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. . . 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

18 

14 

32 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia . . . 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes . . . 

1 

- 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system . 

24 

26 

50 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina . 

31 

20 

51 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . 

3 

3 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  disease . . 

20 

39 

59 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  disease . . . 

2 

6 

8 

22. 

Influenza . 

1 

1 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia . . . 

2 

2 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis . 

4 

2 

6 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system... 

2 

- 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum, . 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea..... 

— 

1 

i 

28, 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis . 

— 

2 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

— 

— 

— 

31  . 

Congenital  malformations. . . 

2 

- 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

9 

13 

22 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

1 

- 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents . . 

4 

3 

7 

35. 

Suicide . . 

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war. . . . . 

mmm 

4mm 

All  causes . . 

134 

140 

274 
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WATER 


I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  J.R.Watter*  the  Water  Engineer  for  the 
following  report 

M S chedule  of  Parish  Water  Supplies  -  Year  1959 


Pari  sh 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Existing 

Population 

Estimated 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

— 

Population 

Supplied 

Aikton . 

131 

468 

131 

468 

Allhallows.  •  .  •  .  •  .  »  •  • 

212 

742 

209 

731 

Allonby... . 

200 

700 

200 

700 

As  pat  ri  a.  «•«•••••••» 

999 

3,496 

999 

3,496 

Blennerhasset . 

167 

584 

150 

525 

Boltons . 

190 

665 

154 

539 

Bowness . 

445 

1,557 

441 

1,543 

Bromf ield . 

180 

630 

174 

609 

Caldbeck.  . . 

246 

861 

167 

584 

Dundraw . 

48 

1 68 

48 

168 

Hayton . 

72 

252 

70 

245 

Holme  Abbey . 

270 

945 

266 

931 

Holme  E.  Waver . 

92 

322 

91 

318 

Holme  Low . 

109 

381 

109 

381 

Holme  St .Cuthbert . . . 

142 

497 

142 

497 

I  reby . . 

165 

578 

1  26 

441 

Kirkbampton.  ........ 

103 

360 

98 

343 

Kirkbriae . 

146 

51 1 

146 

511 

Sebergham . . 

1  20 

420 

104 

364 

Gilloth . .  , . 

987 

3,454 

987 

3,454 

Thursby . 

241 

843 

239 

836 

Waverton . 

113 

395 

104 

364 

Westnewton . 

72 

252 

72 

252 

Westward . 

222 

777 

194 

679 

Wigton . . . 

1,361 

4,763 

1,361 

4,763 

Woodside . 

188 

658 

184 

644 

Total  . 

7,221 

25,279 

6  *  966 

24,386 

"The  above  figures  do  not  include  333  holiday  chalets  and/or 
caravans  all  of  which  are  rated  on  the  various  camp  fields*  hut 
are  chiefly  used  by  non-permanent  residents. 


"Water  supplies  throughout  1959  were  well  maintained  over 
the  major  part  of  the  district*  despite  the  continuance  of  the 
abnormally  dry  season  until  mid-October*  thus  indicating  that 


i 
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the  new  Works,  designed  and  carried  out  "by  Messrs.  Rodwell  &  Sons 
up  to  the  end  of  Stage  III  of  the  Development  Scheme,  were 
adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district  covered  by  those 
Works . 

"The  supply  position  during  the  drought  period  was  well  in 
hand,  and  it  was  found  unnecessary  to  issue  any  sort  of 
restriction  on  the  use  of  water. 

uIn  the  parishes  not  covered  hy  the  above  Works,  however, 
the  position  became  serious  as  the  summer  progressed,  particul¬ 
arly  in  parts  of  Galdbeck  parish  where  the  small  spring  sources 
dried  out  to  little  more  than  seepage  from  boggy  ground,  and 
the  small  quantity  available  from  August  onwards,  was  simply 
not  fit  for  human  consumption. 

"In  several  other  parishes  to  the  west  of  the  district, 
the  existing  mains  are  too  small  to  maintain  more  than  an 
intermittent  supply  at  any  time  during  the  year,  and  in  the 
summer,  considerable  quantities  of  milk  were  wasted  because  of 
lack  of  cooling  water,  while  the  existing  water-borne  sanitation 
systems  were  nullified,  and  were  positively  dangerous  because 
of  the  lack  of  water  for  flushing  W.Cs  au  both  private  dwellings 
and  schools. 

"It  is  not  surprising  that  residents  in  these  deficient  areas 
are,  therefore,  convinced  that,  having  secured  the  water  supply 
to  the  urban  areas,  both  the  Council  and  its  Officers  have  lost 
their  enthusiasm  for  the  long  promised  attention  to  the  needs 
of  the  rural  population,  who,  as  they  affirm,  have  provided  a 
large  proportion  of  the  capital  spent  on  the  new  schemes  from 
which  they,  themselves,  derive  no  benefit  at  all. 

"I  feel  bound  to  stress  again  that  the  small  spring  source 
supplying  the  village  of  Hesket  Dewmarket  is  in  constant  danger 
of  contamination,  and  may  at  any  time  be  lost  altogether  because 
of  the  proximity  of  an  adit  from  which  barytes  is  being  worked, 
and  there  is  no  workable  alternative  supply  in  that  remote 
district . 

( sgd . )  J.  R.  WATTERS 
Water  Engineer" 

The  following  are  the  results  of  bacterial  examinations  of 
various  water  supplies 
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No.1  -  4*3*59  -  Wigton  Town  -  treated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent . 

No. 2  -  4.3.59  -  Aspatria  &  Silloth  -  raw  water  (filter  works) 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent . 

No. 3  -  i+.3.59  -  Aspatria  &  Silloth  -  treated  (filter  works) 

Results  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent . 

No. 4  -  4.3.59  -  Ireby  &  District  -  untreated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent. 

No. 5  -  4*3*59  -  Caldbeck  -  untreated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  8 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml .  8 

Unsatisfactory. 

No. 6  -  4*3*59  ~  Hesket  Newmarket  -  untreated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  7 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml .  7 

Unsati sf actory . 

No. 7  -  22.10.59  -  Wigton  Town  -  treated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent . 

No. 8  -  22.10.59  -  Aspatria  &  Silloth  -  treated  (Kirkbride) 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent . 

No. 9  -  22.10.59  -  Aspatria  &  Silloth  -  raw  water  (filter  works) 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  160 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml .  1 60 

Unsati sf actory . 


-10- 


No. 10  -  22.10.59  -  Aspatria  &  Silloth  -  treated  (filter  works) 

Result 2  Provable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent . 

No. 11  -  14.12.59  -  Caldbeck  -  untreated. 

Result:  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Nil 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml . Nil 

Excellent . 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Glasson  and  Drumburgh  -  At  long  last  the  Ministry  has  given 
sanction  to  go  ahead  with  the  sewerage  scheme  for  these  villages. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  report  a  tender  has  been  accepted 
for  the  execution  of  this  work.  It  is  more  than  ten  years  since 
the  first  inquiry  was  held  concerning  this. 

Pollution  of  Sneckyeat  Beck  --  I  reported  on  this  subject 
in  my  last  report.  The  sullage  water  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Golf  Terrace,  Prospect  Place?  Beaconsfield  Terrace  and 
Blitterlees  has  now  been  diverted  into  the  new  sewerage  system 
and  the  risk  of  nuisance  has  been  eliminated. 


SCHOOLS 


As  usual  all  schools  in  the  area  were  inspected  during  the 

year. 

Biglands  School  was  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the 
children  transferred  to  Wiggoriby. 

There  are  at  least  two  new  schools  contemplated  for  the 
area?  one  for  Rosley  and  one  for  Boltons .  Both  the  old  schools 
are  below  what  is  considered  satisfactory  today  and  there  is 
overcrowding  at  Rosley  School. 

Pulton  -  The  scheme  for  improving  this  school  has  not 
materialised  as  hoped?  although  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the 
village  was  completed  in  February?  1959*  However  the  Director 
of  Education  has  promised  that  the  scheme  will  be  started  at 
an  early  date. 

Ki rkbampton  -  I  reported  on  this  school  last  year.  It 
still  has  its  privy  midden.  This  school  is  quite  a  distance 
from  the  village  and  I  have  a  feeling  that  the  County  Authority 
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may  consider  closure  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  In  the 
meantime  the  Director  of  Education  has  promised  to  install 
chemical  closets.  Unfortunately  there  i s  no  proper  drainage 
here  and  water  is  derived  from  a  standpipe. 

Hayton  and  Drumburgh  Schools  are  still  heing  used. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  conditions  as  reported  last  year. 


SCHOOL  CANTEENS 


In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  a  sub -commit tee  of  the 
County  Education  Authority  meeting  a  sub- commit tee  of  this 
Council  on  the  implementation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
in  the  canteens.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  all  the  work  promised 
at  that  time  by  the  County  Authority  to  be  completed  in  1959 
was  carried  out.  In  addition  improvements  were  carried  out 
at  Wiggonby,  Waverbridge,  Hayton  and  Wigton  St.Cuthberts  in 
relation  to  the  school  meals  service. 


HOUSING* 


A  start  was  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  with  the 
thirty  'Clinecon*  houses  at  Western  Bank.  Wigton.  These  will 


be 


the 


first 


louses. to  be  built. fdr  the  authority  for 'approx¬ 
imately  three  years.  The  Council  have  decided  to  build  70 
houses  in  their  i960  programme.  Of  these,  36  are  ear-marked 
for  the  rehousing  of  poeple  from  slum  property. 


It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  old  people  are  not 
forgotten  in  these  proposals;  22  old  people's  dwellings 
together  with  a  warden*  s  house  are  to  be  a  feature  of  the 
scheme  at  Wigton.  These  are  being  built  in  conjunction  with 
the  County  Council  who  are  contributing  approximately  £30 
per  annum  per  dwelling  to  cover  the  cost  of  non-housing  and 
welfare  facilities. 


I  think  the  success  or  otherwise  of  this  venture  will 
depend  largely  on  the  choice  of  warden.  Someone  with  a  sense 
of  vocation  is  surely  necessary. 

Sixteen  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  war  speculative  building  is 
taking  place  in  the  area.  A  local  builder  is  building  two- 
bedroom  bungalows  at  Wigton  and  a  Cockexmouth  firm  are  building 
houses  for  sale  at  Aspatria.  It  is  also  likely  that  a  large 
Carlisle  firm  will  shortly  commence  building  operations  in 
Wigton. 


-1  2- 


I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  forty-one  dwellings  at 
Pennine  View,  Silloth  are  to  he  demolished  as  they  become 
vacant.  The  authority  for  this  was  given  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  following  a  report  which  I  was 
asked  to  make  in  which  I  stated  that  in  my  opinion  they  were 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

When  one  considers  t  hat  this  accommodation  was  built  at 
the  beginning  of  the  last  war  for  the  housing  of  R.A.F. 
personnel,  was  improved  after  the  war  and  adapted  as  temporary 
living  accommodation  for  civilian  families,  and  is  still  in 
occupation,  it  is  little  wonder  that  they  are  now  regarded  as 
sub-standard. 

The  dwellings  have  outlived  their  usefullness;  they  are 
in  poor  repair  and  the  structures  are  perishing  and  it  would 
be  foolish  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  them  together.  The  environs  of  the  dwellings  is  most 
depressing;  the  service  roads  are  broken  and  subject  to 
flooding  in  wet  weather,  and  the  whole  estate  has  an  abject 
and  neglected  look  which  one  associates  with  slum  property. 

The  majority  of  the  occupants  are  very  anxious  to  be  rehoused 
in  decent,  permanent  houses  and  I  look  forward  to  the  day 
when  this  is  an  accomplished  fact. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  D WELLING- S 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  Council  2- 

Closing  Orders  (Section  17) 


Low  Brocklebank,  Wigton .  1 

4?  Lazonby  Row,  Glasson . . .  1 

2,  Lazonby  Row,  G-lasson . . .  1 

Cottage  at  West  Causewayhead.  . .  1 

21,  Station  Road,  Wigton .  1 

27  9  Station  Road,  Wigton . . .  1 

299  Station  Road,  Wigton . . .  1  7 


Carried  forward 

The  Cottage,  Drumburgh . .  .  1 

1,  Cleveland  Terrace,  Blitterlees . .  1 

2,  Cleveland  Terrace,  Blitterlees.  . .  1  _ 

No.  of  representations  made  during  1959 .  1 0 
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OVERCROWDING- 


The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  position  regarding 
overcrowding  throughout  the  areas  - 

Year .  49£0£1£2£354^£6£7£8£2. 

No.  of  dwellings 
overcrowded  at 
the  end  of  the 

year .  53  45  58  21  25  17  10  8  5  4  7 

No.  of  new  cases 
of  overcrowding 
reported  during 

the  year .  13  8  27  113  2  5  4  1  1  3 

No.  of  cases  of 
overcrowding 
relieved  during 

the  year.......  44  1614  38  9  10  12  6  4  2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  s- 


Di sease 

0-1 

1-5 

5-1  5 

15-25 

25  & 
over 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

mmm 

4 

8 

M. 

12 

— 

Whooping  Cough . . 

2 

7 

3 

— 

— 

12 

— 

Measles . 

5 

72 

114 

- 

2 

193 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (P). 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (NP) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Di phtheria . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection. 

— 

- 

-  _ 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  (i). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  (Pi) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Dysent ery . 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

A cut e  pneumonia . 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

T 

4 

Para-typhoid  fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

- 

~ 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Erysipelas . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

M  alaria. .........  ....... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Totals . 

7 

83 

126 

1 

6 

223 

4 
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Whooping  Cough  -  Twelve  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

During  the  year  169  children  were  vaccinated  against 
this  disease  hy  their  family  doctors. 

Measles  -  An  epidemic  of  measles  commenced  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  and  carried  on  into  I960.  In  1959*  193 
cases  were  notified  hut  no  deaths  were  recorded. 

Pneumonia  -  There  wore  four  deaths  recorded  from  pneumonia 
during  the  year  which  is  half  the  number  recorded  in  1958* 

Influenza  -  There  was  a  nation  wide  epidemic  of  influenza. 

It  commenced  in  mid-January  and  reached  its  peak  by  the  end  of 
February  and  finished  about  the  third  week  in  April.  This 
district  had  its  share*  the  school  children  were  the  first 
affected  and  later  adults.  At  one  time  some  fifty  per  'cent 
of  the  school  children  were  off  with  this  disease. 

Two  deaths  were  recorded  in  our  area,  one  was  a  woman  of 
90  and  the  second  one  a  man  of  78  years  of  age. 

Poliomyeliti s  -  We  have  had  no  actual  case  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  in  the  area  since  1955.  The  vaccination  programme 
which  was  started  in  1956  seems  to  have  had  the  desired  effect 
and  in  1959  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  country  was  the 
lowest  since  the  disease  became  epidemic  in  1947  in  spite  of 
the  very  hot  summer. 

Polio  vaccination  continued  during  the  year  and  in  the 
Wigton  Rural  District  there  are  now  some  6*600  people  protected 
by  vaccination  out  of  the  total  population  of  22*470. 

Taking  the  county  as  a  whole  87  per  cent  of  all  school 
children  have  been  vaccinated*  77  per  cent  of  all  the  children 
aged  1-4  years  and  42  per  cent  of  those  aged  16-27.  This  is 
rather  higher  than  the  national  figure. 

Diphtheria  -  We  have  had  no  diphtheria  in  the  area  since 
1948.  Immunisation  was  continued;  298  children  were  immunised 
and  1*181  received  re-inforcing  doses.  In  1959  there  was  a 
rather  bad  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  the  Finsbury -I slington  area 
of  London.  The  infection  was  brought  to  light  by  the  occurrence 
of  diphtheria  in  children  who  had  not  been  immunised.  I  think 
this  emphasises  the  vital  importance  of  parents  ensuring  that 
their  children  are  adequately  protected  against  this  disease. 
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Cancer  -  There  were  97*116  deaths  from  cancer  registered 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1959*  21*063  of  these  deaths  were  due 

to  cancer  of  the  lung.  Cancer  deaths  are  still  on  the  increase 
the  national  figures  for  the  previous  year  were:  total  deaths 
85*799  of  which  19*809  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from 


cancer  in 

the 

Wigton  Rural 

District  since  1950  2- 

1950 

19 

deaths  including 

2  cancer  of  the 

lung. 

1951 

— 

41 

it 

h 

g  n  u  it 

it 

1952 

— 

34 

ft 

tt 

g  tt  tt  11 

it 

1953 

— 

36 

tt 

tt 

2  it  11  11 

it 

1954 

— 

40 

If 

it 

g  if  ft  ft 

tt 

1955 

— 

45 

t! 

!! 

ft  It  H 

tt 

1956 

— 

44 

ft 

ft 

g  tt  If  tt 

tt 

1957 

— 

43 

ft 

ft 

g  It  tt  ft 

it 

1958 

— 

49 

ft 

ft 

4  11  it  tt 

tt 

1959 

— 

59 

ft 

tt 

g  n  u  tt 

it 

There 

!  was  one  fatal  case  of 

leukaemia  amongst 

these 

deaths. 

The 

patient  was 

a  boy  of  eight  years  of 

age. 

Smallpox  -  On  9th  April  I  received  notification  from  the 
Preventive  Officer  in  Charge*  of  the  approach  of  M.V.Sheratan 
which  had  sailed  from  Dakar  which  at  the  time  was  a  smallpox 
infected  area.  I  was  informed  by  telephone  in  the  early 
morning  that  the  boat  would  arrive  at  approximately  3  a.m. 
the  following  morning*  15th  April. 

Accompanied  by  Mr.  Blackburn  we  visited  the  boat 
immediated  it  tied  up  at  Silloth  dock.  I  inspected  the 
crew  and  \accinated  those  members  who  were  not  protected. 

The  boat  proceeded  to  Liverpool  the  following  day  and 
I  informed  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  that  city*  who 
inspected  the  crew  on  arrival.  Fortunately  no  cases  arose 
out  of  this  incident. 

Food  Poisoning  -  There  was  one  incident  of  suspected 
food  poisoning  involving  two  members  of  the  same  family* 
i.e.  father  and  son.  The  cause  of  this  poisoning  was 
salmonella  typhi -murium  but  the  source  of  infection  was  not 
di scovered. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  one  instance  the 
positive  stool  samples  persisted  over  a  period  of  six  months 
whilst  the  other  case  cleared  up  normally. 
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ANTHRAX 


A  case  of  anthrax  occurred  in  a  Bovine  animal  at  the 
Kennels*  Brayton*  Aspatria.  It  had  Been  removed  some  miles 
on  a  farm  trailer  from  the  place  of  death.  On  the  carcase 
Being  opened  By  the  man  in  charge  , at  the  kennels  his  suspicions 
we  re  aroused  and  a  veterinary  surgeon  was  called  in  to  inves¬ 
tigate*  and  anthrax  was  diagnosed.  The  usual  precautions 
were  taken  and  those  people  who  had  Been  engaged  in  the 
dressing  of  the  carcase  were  advised  to  consult  their  medical 
practitioners.  As  a  further  precaution  I  telephoned  the 
doctors  concerned  in  order  to  put  them  in  the  picture. 


Six  days  later  one  of  the  men  developed  a  sore  on  his 
forearm  and  he  was  admitted  to  hospital.  He  was  seriously 


ill  for  several  days  But  made,  a  complete  recovery.  This 
case  was  rather  interesting  Because  two  lesions  developed 


on  the  arm* 


the 


second 


one  t' 


70 


lays  after  the  first. 


!  PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

It  will  Be  seen  from  the  following  tables  that  B.C.G-. 
vaccination  was  continued  in  the  area  during  the  year  But  no 
x-ray  was  offered  to  any  of  the  children  under  15  years  of 
age . 

In  1944?  26*434  deaths  were  registered  from  tuberculosis 
in  England  and  Wales;  in  1959  there  were  3? 855  deaths  from 
this  cause. 
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RESULTS  OF  MANTOUX  TESTING  AND  B.C.G. 
GROUP  (  1943) IN  EAST  CUMBERLAND  UP 


School 

Number  of 
children 

in  *1945 

age  group 
as  shown 
on  nomin¬ 
al  roll 

Number  of 
consent s 
given  for 
B.C.G-. 
vaccin¬ 
ation 

Number  of 
children 
Mantoux 
tested 

Number 

tested 

but 

not 

read 

Silloth . .  .  . . 

65 

55 

54 

Wigton  Secondary  Modern- . 

118 

77 

76 

— 

Wigton  Nelson  Thomlinson. 

68 

63 

62 

Wigton  St .Cuthhert? s  R.C. 

10 

7 

7 

«■ 

Bov/ness . 

8 

6 

6 

— 

Aspat  ria . 

31 

27 

27 

— 

Bromf ield . 

4 

Westnewton . 

2 

1 

1 

— m 

Allhallows . 

6 

6 

6 

Blennerhasset . 

4 

1 

1 

mmm 

Torpenhow . * . 

6 

3 

3 

Friends  School,  Wigton, . . 

43 

26 

26 

— 

St.  Ursula*  s,  Wigton . 

13 

9 

9 

— 

Totals . . . . 

378. 

281 

1 

278 

— 

SCHEME  OF  B.C.G.  VACCINATION 
REVERSION  TESTING  OF  CHILDREN  BORE  IN  1944 


School 

Number 

given 

B.C.G-.  in 
1958 

Number 

Positive  to 

Reversion 

test 

Silloth . . . 

34 

32 

Wigton  Secondary  Modern . . 

73 

65 

Wigton  Nelson  Thomlinson. ........ 

56 

53 

Wigton  St .Cuthbert f s  R.C . 

4 

4 

Bowness.  . . . . 

5 

5 

Aspatria . 

18 

18 

Bromf  ield . . . . 

2 

2 

Westnewton . . . . . . 

1 

1 

Allhallows.  . . . . 

11 

11 

Blennerhasset . 

— 

Torpenhow . . . 

Friends  School,  Wigton . . 

26 

24 

St.  Ursula* s,  Wigton . 

6 

6 

Totals . . . 

236 

221 
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V ACC INATION  FOR  CHILDREN  IN  15/ 111  YEAR  AGE 

TO  AND  INCLUDING" 51 st  DECEMBER ,  1959 


FOR  15/11.1.  YEAR  AG-E  GROUP 

UP  TO  AND  INCLUDING  51st  DECEMBER,  1959 


Number 
Negative  to 
Reversion 

Test 

Number  who  did /not 
have  Reversion  test 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 

2  (1  abs.1  left  district) 

— 

8(2  abs.6  left  school) 

— 

— 

3  (3  left  district) 

— 

— 

2  (left  school) 

- 

- 

15 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  notified 
and  of  the  deaths  during  1959  : - 


Age 

Group 

— 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respi.  ratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spi  rat  0  ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  1 . 

•mm 

_ 

r.T 

_ 

1  _  R 

i  _y».»»... 

— 

— 

— 

Mi 

MM 

5-1  5 . .  • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

MM 

•MM 

1 5-25 . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MM. 

25-35. ...... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MM 

MM 

35-45 . 

- 

— 

■  — 

1 

— 

— 

MM 

— 

45-55  ....... 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MM 

•MM 

55-65  ....... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

MM 

65  &  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals . 

5 

5 

— 

3 

1 

- 

— 

— 

In  addition  to  the  thirteen  new  cases  there  were  three 
cases  added  to  the  register  as  inward  transfers  from  other 
areas.  Thirty-four  cases  left  the  district  and  seven  recovered. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases'  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1959  » - 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary . 

66 

135 

Non-pulmonary . . . 

14 

21 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis.... 

76 

30 

156 

Below  is  a  table  giving  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  last  ten  years 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonarv 

Total 

M  . 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1950 

4 

5 

1 

10 

1951 

2 

2 

— 

4 

1952 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1953 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1954 

2 

— 

— 

Mi 

2 

1955 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

Mi 

1957 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

•MM 

1958 

1 

— 

— 

Mi 

1 

1959 

1 

— 

1 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  9  1948  -  SECTION  42 
NATIONAL  ASSI STANCE . ImENDMENTTaCT  9  1951 


The  old  lady  from  Port  Carlisle  remains  in  hospital  under 
order  of  the  Court. 

Several  old  people  are  kept  under  observation  and  are 
visited  in  their  homes  regularly  by  the  health  visitor  for  the 
di strict • 

There  were  no  new  cases  in  which  formal  action  was 
necessary. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG-S  ACT,  1955 


I  wish  to  thank  Mr. A.Garratt ,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights 
and  Measures  Department,  Cumberland  County  Council,  for  the 
following  report  on  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  the  area 
during  the  year  1959 


MILK 

OTHER 

THAN  MILK 

TOTAL 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

SAMPLES 

64 

13 

44 

Nil 

1  21 

Schedule  of  Articles  Sampled  (other  than  milk) 


Apricot  Jam 
Aspirin  Tablets  B.P. 
Beef  Dripping 
Biscuits  -  Cheese 
Bitter  Beer 
Branston  Pickle  (2) 
Butter  (2) 

Cambridge  Sausages 
Chopped  Pork 
Cooked  Beef  Steak 
Condensed  Chicken  with 
Rice  Soup 
Cough  Mixture 
Cream  of  Asparagus  Soup 
Creamed  Sweet  Corn 
Custard  Powder 
Double  Devon  Cream 
Egg  Rusks 
Fish  Cakes 
Fruit  Cake  Mix 
Fruit  Salad 
Fruit  Sauce 

Unsatisfactory  Samples 


G-ees  Linctus  B.P.C. 
Ground  Almonds 
Malt  Vinegar 
Minced  Chicken 
Mushroom  Soup 
Natural  Lemon  Juice 
Peeled  Tomatoes 
Puff  Candy 
Pure  Honey 
Rice  Creamola 
Rich  Dundee  Cake 
Rose  Hip  Syrup 
Salad  Cream 
Salmon 

Savoury  Minced  Steak 
Sliced  Pineapple 
Spaghetti  Milanese 
Spam 
Tea 

Toffee  -  Butter 
Lard 


Nine  samples  of  milk,  from  same  source  of  supply, 
contained  added  water  in  amounts  ranging  from  2.3  per  cent  to 
7.0  per  cent.  Farmer  concerned  was  prosecuted  and  fined  / 
£20  plus  £3«3s.0d.  costs. 


Four  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  slightly  below 
standard  in  non-fatty  solids,  but  further  samples  taken  from 
the  same  suppliers  proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality. 
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PORT  OP  SILLOTH 


I  wish  to  thank  Mr. A. Dodge,  H.M. Customs  &  Excise  Officer, 
for  the  following  particulars 

STATEMENT  OP  TRADE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 


Arrivals; 

• 

No .  of 
ships; 

Nature  of  Cargoes; 

Prom  foreign  ports 
with  cargo . .  . 

64 

Phosphates  and  Maize  from 

North  Africa;  Basic  Slag 
from  Russia;  Grain  from  West 
Africa;  Wheat,  Potash*  Perlite* 
Nitrates*  Basic  Slag  and 

Timber  from  Europe. 

Prom  the  Republic 
of  I reland.  .  . . . 

13 

Wheat*  Barley*  Sugar. 

From  British  Ports 
with  cargo  <•••* .»*<>• 

58 

Grain. 

135 

s  Includes  ten  via  another  British  port. 


( sgd . )  A.  DODGE. 

Customs  &  Excise. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1957  &'19Q.8 
Part  I  of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Number  of 
Written 
Noti ces 

— - . 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,  29  3?  4? 
and  6  are  to  he 
enforced  hy  Local 
Authorities . 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
whic h  Section  7  is 
enforced  hy  the 

Local  Authority . 

85 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  hy  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) . . 

Totals . ....... 

92 

5 

1  — 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were  in¬ 
stituted 

Parti culars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref  e 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

3rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Overcrowding . 

Unreasonable  tern- 

perature . .  . 

Inadequate  ventil- 

at ion . 

Ineffective  drain- 

age  of  floors. . . . 
Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences 

fa)  insufficient. . 
(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective. . . . 
(c)  not  separate 

1 

for  sexes. . .  . 
Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 

to  Out -work) . 

— 

— 

- 

Totals . 

— 

1 

- 

- 

•- 
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REPORT 


on  the 

Work  Carried  Out 

hy  the 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

During  the  Year 


To  Dr. I .S. Jones* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir  <> 


I  have  pleasure  in  contributing  to  the  report *  and  as 
usual  I  give  comment  to  illustrate  and  emphasise  some  of  the 
facts  and  figures  contained  in  its  pages. 


HOUSING* 


The  most  significant  factor  under  this  heading  is  the 
resumption  of  local  authority  building  in  the  area*  after  an 
unfortunate  lapse  of  three  years.  Having  reached  a  belated 
settlement  of  the  controversial  rent  adjustment  issue*  the 
Council  requested  The  North  Eastern  Housing  Association 
Limited  to  build  thirty  houses  on  the  Western  Bank  estate* 
in  the  knowledge  that  the  rents  could  now  be  kept  within 
reasonable  limits. 


The  type  of  house  under  construction  is  known  as  the 
*Clinecon*  *  using  cement  clinker  blocks  in  the  main* 
although  bricks  are  used  in  the  region  of  the  chimney 
breast.  These  houses  show  a  saving  in  constructional 
costs  ana  have  a  higher  thermal  insulation  factor  than  those 
of  normal  brick  construction.  The  blocks  have  passed  the 
nationally  accepted  tests  applied  to  such  building  materials. 


x'  ±1  oy 


of  these  houses  were  built  for  the  Council  at 


Abbeytown  six  years  ago  ana  are  giving  every  satisfaction. 
Failure  of  external  renderings*  so  common  on  other  estates 
even  within  a  few  years  of  completion*  has  not  materialised 
here . 


I  am  pleased  that  a  change  of  external  rendering  is  to 
be  tried.  The  first  floor  elevation  is  to  be  *  Tyrolean* 
rendered*  and  the  ground  floor  elevation  finished  with  an 
attractive  calcium  flint  dry  dashing.  This  treatment 
should  enhance  the  general  appearance  of  the  houses*  and 
there  are  variations  which  may  be  tried. 


The  use  of.* picture*  windows  is  another  fresh  feature 
for  our  estates*  and  one  which  I  know  will  prove  popular. 
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Council  House  Waiting  List 


Despite  the  fact  of  no'  houses  being  completed  during 
the  year  the  number  of  applicants  for  houses  fell  from  380 
to  353?  compared  with  an  increase  of  53  in  the  preceding 
year.  In  other  circumstances  one  would  welcome  such  a 
reduction  in  the  waiting  list  but  the  inference  here  is 
not  so  pleasing.  One  cannot  but  associate  this  trend  with 
the  impending  closure  of  two  of  the  main  sources  of  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  district. 

Applicants  for  houses  at  Aspatria,  Silloth  and  Wigton 
were  visited  and  their  particulars  checked  during  1959?  and 
as  this  procedure  had  not  been  followed  in  the  previous  year 
in  the  case  of  the  biggest  waiting  list,  namely  Wigton,  a 
number  of  cases  would  inevitably  be  written  off  on  account 
of  removals  not  reported  to  the  office. 

Another  factor  which  I  believe  has  a  bearing  on  the 
matter  is  the  subject  of  rent  adjustment.  In  April,  1959 
when  the  house  to  house  visits  were  made,  the  rent  adjustment 
problem  had  not  been  resolved  and  people  were  still  faced 
with  the  prospect  of  being  offered  a  highly  rented  house 
which  would  be  beyond  their  means.  For  this  reason  some 
people  requested  that  their  names  be  deleted. 


The  Rent  Act,  1957 

Only  two  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  to 
tenants.  An  owner  applied  for  cancellation  of  certificates 
in  respect  of  two  dwellings,  one  being  granted  and  the  other 
refused  as  all  the  repairs  had  not  been  done. 


Occupation  of  Clearance  Area  Houses 

One  pre-war  clearance  area  house  is  still  held  under 
requisition,  and  in  addition  two  such  houses  were  occupied 
by  squatters  although  one  has  since  vacated.  These  houses 
are  in  the  same  clearance  area  in  Aspatria. 


Slum  Clearance 

Seven  Closing  Orders  were  sealed  and  four  were  made 
effective.  Three  dwell inghouses  were  demolished. 
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Because  of  the  lack  of  accommodation  for  rehousing 
purposes  no  worthwhile  progress  is  being  made  under. this 
heading*  Only  eight  Demolition  Orders  and  32  Closing  Orders 
have  been  made  since  the  Council9 s  slum  clearance  programme 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  June*  1955-  However  a 
change  of  Government  policy  in  the  payment  of  subsidies  must 
sureiy  dictate  the  future  trend  of  events  if  rents  are  to 
be  kept  within  reason. 


Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary.  Thirty  applications  were  considered  by 
the  Councils,  although  91  cases  were  actually  investigated  on 
site  during  the  year.  This  compares  with  28  applications, 
and  69  enquiries  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  visits 
for  all  purposes  was  282. 

Twentythree  applications  were  finalised  resulting  in 
23  units  of  accommodation*  15  of  these  were  owner-occupied 
and  eight  were  tenanted. 

The  total  approved  expenditure  on  these  works  amounted 
to  £20*761  of  which  £7*093  was  borne  by  way  of  grant.  Of 
this  £7*093  the  ratepayer  pays  twentyfive  per  cent  and  the 
taxpayer  seventyfive  per  cent. 

SUMMARY  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 
BY  WAY  OF  DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

Conversions  to  water  carriage  system . . . «... 

By  way  of  septic  tanks . •••••*•••»•*• 

Connections  to  Council9  s  sewers. . . . •••*.. . 

New  drains  laid.  . . *  0  * 

Water  closets  provided . .  ...........  . 

Washbasins  and  sinks  provided . .  . . *  *  •  *  • 

New  ranges  and  grates  provided . 

Hot  water  laid  on . .  •  . . 

Electricity  installations . . . . . 

Additional  bedrooms  provided . - . 

Kitchens  provided.  . . . . . . 

Kitchens  improved . . .  . . . . 

Bathrooms  built .  . . . . . 

Bathrooms  converted  from  other  accommodation. ....... 

New  floors  laid.  . . . . * . 

Windows  enlarged . . . * . . . 

Food  stores  provided.  . . . . 

Rooms  heightened 

Dampness  remedied  . . .  . . .  ......  .. ....... 

Fuel  stores  provided . . . 


k 

5 


9 


22 
20 
22 
21 
1 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 
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Standard.  This  new  type  of  grant*  a  modified  form 
and  simple  to  operate*  was  much  sought  after  during  the 
year.  Local  authorities  are  obliged  to  operate  these  grants* 
whereas  the  giving  of  discretionary  grants*  as  their  name 
implies  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council. 

The  scope  of  the  scheme*  stated  very  briefly*  is  that 
the  new  grants  are  designed  to  encourage  the  provision  of 
five  standard  amenities*  each  attracting  a  maximum  grant  as 
follows 


(a)  Fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  bathroom . £25 

Cb)  Wash-hand  basin . .  .  . .  5 

(c)  Hot  water  supply .  75 

(d)  Water  closet  in  or  contiguous  to 

the  dwelling . . . . . .  .  .  .  40 

(e)  Satisfactory  facilities  for 

storing  food .  10 


The  amount  of  grant  to  be  paid  amounts  to  half  the 
actual  cost  incurred*  subject  of  course  to  the  above  maxima. 

Applications  in  respect  of  132  houses  were  made  and 
approved*  but  only  four  schemes  were  finalised  by  the  year 
end.  In  the  case  of  two  of  these*  grants  were  paid  totalling 
£160. 

Forty-nine  cases  were  investigated  on  site*  necessitating 
91  visits  for  all  purposes.  In  116  houses  in  the  ownership 
of  The  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  Limited  and  the 
local  authority*  wash  hand  basins  were  fixed  with  grant  aid. 

SUMMARY  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 
BY  WAY  OF  STANDARD  GRANTS 


Conversions  to  water  carriage  system. ..............  1 

By  way  of  septic  tanks . . .  1 

Connections  to  Council*  s  sewers . . 

New  drains  laid .  2 

Water  closets  provided. . . 2 

Washbasins  and  sinks  provided. . 2 

Bathrooms  built . 2 

New  floors  laid . 2 

Food  stores  provided . . . .  .  .  .  2 


-28- 


HOUSING  STATI STICS 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  years  - 

( 1 ) ( a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts) . .  . . .  •  •  •  0  *  • 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... 


(2) (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. ........ 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  ( exclusive . of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation . • 


10 

10 


10 


18 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  Notices  2- 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers....  9 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  2- 


(1)  Proceedings  under  sections  9 ,  ^0  and  12 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  s- 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect. of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs . 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  2- 

(i)  By  owners . . . . 

(iij  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936.2- 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect. of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs . 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses. in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  2  - 

(i)  By  owners . 

(ii)-By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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(3)  Proceedings  under  sections  16,  17,  23*  24 

and  26  of  the  Housing  Act,  1  957 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made . . . 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders . . . 

(c)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  - 

dwellinghouses  made  fit . 

(d)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made . . 

(e)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  in 

pursuance  of  Closing  Orders... . 

(f)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined*  the 

accommodation  having  been  rendered  fit...... 

(g)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  undertakings  ■were  accepted  by  the 
Council . . . 

(h)  Number  of  undertakings  cancelled  - 

dwellinghouses  made  fit . . 

(4)  Proceedings  under  section  18  of  the 

Housing  Act*  1957 

(a)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made . 

(b)  Number  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders, 
(cj  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined,  the 

accommodation  having  been  rendered  fit . 


4*  Housing  Act,  1  957  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding 

(1) (a)Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year. . . 

(l)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein . .  .  . 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein . .  . 

(2)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year . . . 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year . . 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases.... 


5 

7 

3 


1 


7 

9 

58 


3 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG-S 


Meat  Inspection 

It  is  again  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  an  almost 
complete  freedom  from  tuberculosis  in  bovine  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  district.  Only  one  case  was  found  on  post  mortem 
examination  and  the  infection  was  localised  to  one  organ. 

The  need  to  submit  a  report  to  the  Ministry  on  all  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  area  within  twelve  months  of  November,  1959  would 
seem  to  spell  the  doom  of  the  public  slaughterhouse  at  Wigton. 

These  premises  are  far  below  present  day  standards,  and 
are  particularly  unsuitable  as  far  as  meat  inspection  duties  are 
concerned.  Even  so  the  job  has  been  done  throughout  the  years, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  quality  of  meat  passing  out  of 
these  third  rate  premises  will  surpass  that  from  many  an  up-to- 
date  abattoir,  such  is  the  type  of  animals  handled  by  the 
local  butchers. 


Regi stration  of  premises 


Ten 


ice  cream  retailers’  premises  were  added  to  the 
register,  making  a  total  of  116.  There  are  278  shops  in  the 
area,  of  which  175  are  food  shops.  In  other  words  42  per  cent 
of  the  shops  in  this  rural  area  are  registered  for  the_  sale  ol 
ice  cream.  I  think  ice  cream  must  surely  he  one  of  the  most 
widely  distributed  commodities  in  the  country. 


Eight  out-workers'  premises  were  registered  for  the 
picking  of  shrimps.  These  are  dwellinghouses  at  which  shrimp 
picking  is  carried  on  as  a  side  line.  This  now  makes  a  total 
of  16  such  registrations,  and  in  the  case  of  11  of  these 
exemptions  have  been  granted  in  respect  of  the  provision  of 
washhand  basins.  In  all  cases  hot  and  cold  water  is  available 

at  a  sink. 


In  addition  there  are  three  premises  used  as  manufactories 
where  the  preserving  and  potting  of  shrimps  is  carried  on  for 
sale  elsewhere. 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


Hundreds  of  visits  and  re-visits  to  food  premises  were 
made  under  the  Regulations  and  a  great  deal  of  remedial  work 
is  still  proceeding  in  the  implementation  of  the  new  standards. 

In  1958  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  slow  progress 
"being  made  at  school  meals  premises?  and  representatives  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Council  met  a  sub-committee  of  the  health 
committee  to  state  their  case.  Progress  was  afterwards 

accelerated  and  by  mid  1959  most  of  the  outstanding  work  was 
completed , 

Work  at  licensed  premises  in  the  area  was  most  unsatis¬ 
factory  in  the  year  under  review?  although  marked  progress 
will  be  reported  in  my  next  report. 


Sampling  Results 

^The  sampling  referred  to  in  these  tables  is  to  establish 
the  degree  of  cleanliness?  and  in  no  way  indicates  shortcomings 
in  food  values.  Sampling  for  quality  is  undertaken  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  authority  and  is  referred  to  in  the  report  of 
the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  on  page  22. 


Ice  Crearri 


G-rades 

Local  manu¬ 
facture  by 
heat  treat¬ 
ment  methods 

Local  manu¬ 
facture  by 
*  cold  mix* 
methods 

Wrapped  or 
cartoned 
proprietory 
brandss 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

6 

1 

3 

2 

1 

MM 

4 

— 
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M  i  lk 


Raw 

Heat  treated 

T.T. 

Pasteuri sed 

Pasteuri sed 

Steril'i  sed 

Pass 

15 

1 

2 

2 

Fail 

1 

— 

— 

: - — — - - - 

PARTICULARS  OP  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION  AT  PLACES  OTHER  THAN  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 


Canned  Meat . . 

,?  Soup .  .  o  .  .  . 
"  Milk ...... 

”  Cream, 

,f  Vegetables 

”  Fish . 

n  Fruit . 

u  Cereal . .  .  . 

Wet  Fish . . 

Small  pork  pies .  . 


260 

lbs. 

15 

lbs . 

161 

lbs. 

6 

lbs. 

136 

lbs. 

9 

lbs. 

490 

lbs. 

11 

lbs. 

1 10 

lbs. 

24 

no . 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED,  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 
AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  AND  PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows: 

Cows: 

Calves: 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs: 

Pigs: 

Number  killed  (a) 

997 

3 

3 

3751 

1594 

Number  killed  (b) 

253 

— 

— 

541 

81 

Total . .  .  . 

1250 

3 

3 

4292 

1675 

Number  inspected  (a) 

997 

3 

3 

3751 

1594 

Number  inspected  (b) 

252 

— 

— 

237 

81 

Total . . . 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTICERCI 

1  249 

3 

3 

3988 

1675 

Whole  carcases 

condemned. . . 

1 

1 

1 

42 

3 

Percentage . . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

0.08 

33.33 

33.33 

0.98 

0.18 

was  condemned . 

143 

1 

— 

163 

17 

Percentage . 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

11.44 

33.33 

MM 

3.79 

1  .01 

Whole  carcases 

condemned . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

0.06 

was  condemned . 

1 

— 

- 

— 

59 

Percentage . 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

0.08 

3.52 

was  condemned. ..... 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 

10 

refrigeration . 

5 

— 

— 

- 

— 

G-eneralised  and 

totally  condemned.. 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

a)  =  work  carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoir 

b)  =  work  carried  out  at  Private  Slaughterhouses. 
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NOTE 


PRINCIPAL  GROUNDS  OP  CONDEMNATION  OP  CARCASES  AND  OFFAL 
AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  AND  PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Bovine 

lbs. 

1 

j 

Calves 

lbs . 

Sheep 

lbs . 

Pigs 

lbs. 

Abscesses . ........... 

564 

— 

7 

27 

Actinotoacillosi s . 

100 

~ 

— 

— 

Arthritis. . . . 

— 

36 

71-2- 

— 

Bruising  and  injury.. 

36 

— 

488 

— 

Cirrhosis . . 

568 

— 

28 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis. . . . 

400 

— 

— 

— 

Decomposition. ....... 

— 

— 

26 

— 

Degeneration . 

— 

— 

23i 

— 

Di  stomatosis . .  . 

7432 

- 

188^ 

— 

Emaciation. . . 

— 

— 

247 

— 

Fevered . 

— 

— 

570 

1 

2 

H epatitis. . . • « .  »  .  *  .  .  * 

- 

— 

- 

3 

Hydated  cysts . 

9 

■— 

4 

16 

Hydronephrosis. ...... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Moribund . 

432 

— 

229 

— 

Oedema . . 

— 

— 

61 6 

107 

Parasitic  condition. . 

30 

— 

88i 

Peri card! ti s ........  . 

10 

— 

— 

1 

Peritonitis . 

144 

— 

— 

— 

Pleurisy . . 

14 

— 

18 

31 

Pneumonia . . 

— 

— 

15 

— 

Pyaemia . .  .  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

142 

Septic  pleurisy  and 
pneumonia . 

— 

- 

74 

— 

Septic  pneumonia. .... 

— 

- 

101 

— 

Tuberculosi s . 

56 

— 

— 

977 

Tumours . . . 

534 

— 

— 

— 

Uraemi a ............. . 

— 

— 

50 

— 

Totals . 

3640  £ 

36 

2845 

1323 
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REFUSE  REMOVAL 


The  new  dual-tip  12  cubic  yard  diesel  refuse  collecting 
vehicle  was  put  on  the  road  in  September  and  is  proving  most 
useful  because  of  its  additional  carrying  capacity  without  loss 
of  manoeuvreabili ty .  The  chassis  is  that  of  the  7  cubic  yard 

type  already  in  use*  and  the  extra  body  room  is  gained  in 
height.  The  body  is  tipped  forward  several  times  during  the 
collection  of  a  load*  giving  a  compressing  effect  and  thus* 
creating  greater  space.  The  rear  loading  feature*  as  compared 
with  the  more  conventional  side  loading*  affords  a  lower 
loading  line*  is  not  so  conspicuous  in  operation  and  is  there¬ 
fore  less  objectionable  to  the  passer-by.  There  is  less  dissemin¬ 
ation  of  dust  by  this  method. 

Fuel  consumption  on  this  vehicle  averages  13*06  miles  per 
gallon  compared  with  5*91  per  gallon  of  petrol  for  the  ten  year 
old  10  cubic  yard  Aspatria  vehicle*  and  16.05  per  gallon  for  the 
two  year  old  7  cubic  yard  diesel  vehicle  at  Silloth. 

The  10  cubic  yard  Dennis*  now  ten  years  old  and  a  vehicle 
which  has  given  excellent  service  in  the  past*  has  proved  an 
expensive  item  of  late.  The  engine  had  a  costly  overhaul*  but 
subsequent  failures  in  other  directions  have  underlined  the 
wisdom  of  making  more  frequent  changes.  Not  only  should  one 
consider  the  cost  of  repairs  and  replacements*  but  the  dis¬ 
ruption  of  the  service  and  the  inconvenience  are  also  important. 

I  think  a  life  of  seven  to  eight  years  should  be  regarded  as 
reasonable  for  vehicles  on  this  type  of  work. 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  SHOWING-  WEIGHT  OP  WASTE 

PAPER  SALVAGED 


Year  Tons  Cwt  s 

1942  .  158  10 

1943  .  131  12 

1944  .  131  17 

1945  . 80  3 

1946  .  104  6 

1947  . 77  7 

1948  . . . ...........  105  3 

1949.. . . 117  13 

1950  . 91  10 

1951  . 102  14 

1953  . 42  6 

1954  . 44  0 

1955  .  37  5 

1956  .  49  19 

1957. . . . ...  28  8 

1958..  . 32  17 

1959 . 30  10 


1437  9 


The  income  from  the  1959  yield  amounted 
to  £213. 8s. 3d. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Formerly  the  annual  return  to  the  Ministry  coincided 
with  the  financial  year,  hut  this  arrangement  is  to  terminate 
and  the  statistical  table  opposite  relates  to  the  nine  months 
from  April  to  December.  In  future  years  this  service  will 
be  reviewed  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other  work  dealt  with 
by  the  report,  covering  the  period  January  to  December. 

Twenty  houses  were  inspected  following  notification  of 
infestation,  but  only  in  13  was  the  complaint  upheld  and 
treatment  given.  In  several  instances  the  noise  made  by 
birds  in  the  roof  space  was  mistaken  for  rats,  but  how 
difficult  it  is  to  convince  some  people  of  this. 

Of  the  651  farms  visited  134  were  seen  to  be  infested. 
This  gives  a  percentage  of  20.6  as  compared  with  31.6  in 
respect  of  the  first  year  of  the  rodent  operative's  appoint¬ 
ment.  Only  two  rechargeable  treatments  were  undertaken  at 
agricultural  property.  Rats  were  again  reported  at  the 
Parish  Council  allotments  at  Longthwaite  Road,  and  following 
a  survey  I  decided  that  treatment  measures  could  be  limited 
to  eight  holdings,  and  the  work  was  carried  out  accordingly 
after  service  of  statutory  notices  upon  the  persons  concerned. 

In  the  nine  months  reported  upon  only  43.6  per  cent 
of  the  rodent  operative* s  time  was  devoted  to  rodent  work. 

31.5  per  cent  was  spent  on  refuse  removal  duties.  At  one 
time  the  Wigton  tip  attendant  cycled  to  Angerton  and  Bov/ness 
refuse  tips  on  Thursdays  to  carry  out  tidying-up  operations, 
Thursday  being  the  regular  day  for  refuse  collections  in 
that  district.  This  seemed  a  wasteful  system  and  in  adverse 
weather  conditions  the  journey  was  not  always  made.  I 
arranged  for  the  rodent  operative  to  take  the  tip  attendant 
in  the  van,  only  half  a  day  being  taken  up  as  a  rule,  as 
both  men  apply  themselves  to  the  work  at  the  tips. 

The  5  cwt.  van  continues  to  give  good  service.  3? 76? 
miles  were  covered  in  the  nine  months  period,  and  the  mileage 
per  gallon  averaged  39. 
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PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT ,  1 949 


Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

Houses 
( inc . 
Council 
Houses) 

[All 
other 
( inc .Bus¬ 
iness 
Premises) 

Agric¬ 

ultural 

No.  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority9 s 
di  strict . . 

89 

5  s  847 

1,199 

1,151 

No.  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of: 
fa)  Notification. .  . . 

20 

3 

56 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

1  2 

— 

12 

651 

(  c)  Otherwise. . .  ...  . 

77 

— 

- 

— 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  inc.  re-inspections. 

i08 

50 

27 

707 

No.  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

( a)  Rats  (Major. - - - 

1  2 

13 

3 

142 

(b)  Mice  >JfPor . 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

14 

No.  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by  L.A.  . 

12 

13 

3 

10 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  re- 
treatments. . . 

31 

13 

3 

10 

No.  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the 

Act : 

(  a)  Treatment . . 

8 

(b)  Structural  work..... 

— 

- 

— 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was- 
taken  following  the 
issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sect.  4  of  the 

Act . . . . 

Legal  proceedings . 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  9  Block9  control 
schemes  carri ed  out . , . . . 

1 
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MO  VEABL  E  DWELLING-  S 


Considerable  interest  was  shorn  by  the  Council  in 
conditions  prevailing  at  the  numerous  camping  sites  on  the 
coastal  strip  of  the  area.  A  special  sub-committee  paid 
visits  to  all  sites  in  April  and  July  in  order  to  see 
conditions  at  first  hand.  Their  re-action  was  a  mixed 
one;  some  sites  were  obviously  cared  for  and  attractive? 
others  gave  a  clear  picture  of  neglect?  suggesting  that 
the  monetary  return  was  the  only  thing  that  mattered  to 
those  responsible  for  their  upkeep. 

Service  of  informal  notices  had  a  beneficial  effect 
and  interviews  between  sub-committee  members  and  owners 
was  certainly  worth  while.  Even  so?  the  need  for  new 
and  effective  legislation  was  all  too  manifest. 

A  conference  of  local  authorities  was  convened  by 
the  County  Council  in  November  to  discuss  the  increasing 
problem  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  county?  and  here 
again  the  emphasis  was  on  the  need  for  more  legal  powers 
in  order  that  Councils  might  properly  control  this  form 
of  development.  It  is  generally  recognised  that  this 
type  of  holiday  and  relaxation  is  gaining  in  popularity? 
and  caravans  and  holiday  chalets  are  here  to  stay?  and 
in  ever  increasing  numbers.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  laws  made  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  should  call  for 
revision?  particularly  when  one  realises  ho w  feeble  such 
laws  were  at  their  inception. 

In  an  attempt  to  right  matters  the  Council  amended 
their  licence  conditions  affecting  sites?  but  such 
variations  may  only  apply  to  new  establishments?  save 
by  consent  of  the  owner. 
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THE  CLEAN  AIR  ACT  ,  1956 


In  a  beautiful  rural  areas  part  of  which  is  in  the 
country’s  No.1  National  Park ,  comment  on  the  Clean  Air 
Act  might  seem  rather  out  of  context*  Nevertheless  there 
is  the  peculiar  problem  of  Wigton  and  its  major  industry 
of  viscose  paper  manufacture.  The  atmospheric  pollution 
here  is  hardly  one  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Act  as 
written  at  present ,  for  its  main  concern  is  the  much 
greater  task  of  smoke  abatement,  which  affords  scope  for 
real  progress  in  industrial  areas  particularly. 

For  hope  of  mitigating  the  nuisance  associated  with 
this  important  industry  one  must  look  to  H.M.  Alkali 
Inspectorate.  In  this  connection  I  feel  it  would  be  worth 
while  inviting  one  of  these  Government  Inspectors  to 
discuss  the  whole  matter  with  the  Council’s  Health 
Committee.  The  members  might  then  come  to  realise  how 
difficult  the  task  of  finding  a  solution  really  is,  for 
I  am  afraid  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  material  progress 
can  be  reported  in  the  resolution  of  this  problem  of  such 
long  standing. 

Two  unwelcome  sources  of  dark  smoke  emission  in 
Wigton  are  at  the  Highfield  House  Institution  and  the 
Public  Baths,  both  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Council. 

Private  firms  throughout  the  district  have  gone  a 
long  way  towards  correcting  such  faults  and  I  understand 
the  resultant  saving  has  made  their  efforts  worthwhile. 

I  think  a  more  realistic  approach  might  be  made  by  this 
public  body.  The  chimneys  are  out  of  keeping  with  the 
efficient  services  rendered  within  the  buildings. 
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SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Housing  Act,  1957.  . . . . ...... 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations . 


Rent  Act ,  1 957 . . . 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 . 

Housing  defects. . . 

Otherwi se . 

Drains  examined  and/or  tested 

Building  Byelaws . . 

Housing  applications . 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 . 


Pood  preparation  rooms 
Distributors  of  milk. , 
Food  shops . . . 


Public  abattoir. . . 

Private  slaughterhouses . 

Knackers  Yard . . . 

Unsound  food  in  shops . 

Markets . . . 

Factories  Act,  1937/48 . 

Refuse  removal . 

Refuse  tips . . 

Complaints  regarding  service 


97 

373 

10 

11 

171 


47 

124 


68 

35 


500 


897 


54 

19 
284 

13 

273 

215 

17 

20 
2 


7 

62 

56 

6 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Sewers . . . 

Other  than  sewers. . . . 

Camping  sites  and  moveable  dwellings. . . 
Infectious  disease. 

Shops  Act 5  1  950 . . 

Unclassifi  ed . . 


892 

> 

892 


93 

52 


-42- 


r  i 

SUMMARY  OP  NOTICES  SERVED 


Inf  ormal 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.......... 

Housing  Act ,  1957 . . . 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 _ ..... 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act ,  1949 . . 

Factories  Acts,  1937/48. . . 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations . 

Shop s  Act,  19 50 . . 


Served 

53 

1 

37 


Complied 

with 

27 

6 

40 


3 

2 

11 


107 


7 

2 

1 

1 


84 


Statutory 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949 . .  8  8 


Robt.  C.  Blackburn 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


-43- 


B  { 


